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Europe will probably continue as the leading continent of the world
in the manufacture of iron and steel.

LOCATION  OP THK IRON  AND STEEL INDUSTRY

The presence of large quantities of good coking coal seems to have
been the factor most responsible for the concentration of the European
iron and steel industry into three major units and one unit of secondary
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Workers in metal and machine industries in Europe. Each dot represents i per
cent of the Knropean total. (Reprinted by permission from Economic and Social
Geography, by Huntington, Williams and Van Valkenburg, published by John Wiley
& Sons, Inc.)

importance. Scattered elements of the industry exist in other areas, but
their production is relatively small. The three major units are, first, the
United Kingdom; second, the area surrounding the iron fields of
Lorraine, and including Belgium, Luxembourg, northern France, Lor-
raine, the Saar Basin and the "Ruhr Valley; and third, Russia. The area
of secondary importance includes the territories centering around
Silesia, including German Upper Silesia, Polish Upper Silesia and the
Czech Basin, In 1929 these three major areas and one secondary region
furnished 94.4 per cent of Europe's pig iron and 91.4 per cent of its
steel. The close relationship of this industry to coal can be seen from